One of the things | have always loved about working

in education is the opportunity to watch students learn
and grow. The transformations they go through from
kindergarten through graduation are truly remarkable.
Like our students, our district is also undergoing a
transformation. While these changes can be challenging,
| truly believe we are focused on what’s best for kids.

Next fall we will move to four elementary buildings and
all four will serve kindergarten through fifth grade.

The new school boundaries will be along major roads
keeping neighborhoods together. Roosevelt Elementary,
which is currently housed at the Abbott site, will close.
The construction of the new Sheiko building will begin;
Sheiko students will be bused to the Abbott site during
the two years of construction.

This will be a significant change, but we have made these
changes with students at the center of our decision-
making process. While difficult, these decisions are fiscally
responsible and keep funding focused on the people and
programs that make WBSD special. We appreciate your
support and input because we are all Lakers.

As we shift our staff to meet the needs of our new
configuration we seek to build the strongest instructional

WBSD PERFORMING ARTS CALENDAR

March
March 1-2—WBMS Musical Theatre Performances 7 p.m.
March 5—WBHS Pre-Festival Choir Concert 7 p.m.

April
April 25-27—WBHS Spring Musical 7 p.m.
April 26—WBHS Spring Musical 1 p.m. matinee

West
Bloomfield

SCHOOL DISTRICT

teams with familiar faces greeting students in each of their
new school homes. WBSD is also partnering with our Parent
Teacher Organizations (PTOs) and community groups on
transition activities, and we welcome your input in that
process. We want this to be a healthy transition and a time
of growth and revitalization for our students and community.

Throughout the transition, our staff is available and ready
to support students. We will have many opportunities for
families to become acquainted with our new model, however,
we encourage families who are seeking information to join us
at our parent nights or reach out to our building principals

- they are excited to welcome new students and families to
their buildings.

WBSD is an incredible school district! Inside these pages,
you will see the myriad reasons why WBSD is strong. | invite
you to read about our Academic, Athletic, English Language
Development (ELD) and Fine & Performing Arts programs.
Please enjoy the accomplishments of our students and staff.

We have much to celebrate and we will continue to provide
excellence in education because our students deserve
nothing less.

In Education
Dania H. Bazzi, PhD
Superintendent

May
May 9—WBHS Spring Band Concert 7 p.m.

May 15—WBHS Spring Choir Extravaganza/Senior Celebration 7 p.m.
May 21—WBHS Orchestra Coda Concert 7 p.m.

FREE ADMISSION FOR RESIDENTS 65+

Laker Senior Gold Cards are available for our West Bloomfield School
District residents age 65 and above so they may attend plays, athletic
games and musical performance free of charge. Cards are available at
district schools and the ACS Office at 5810 Commerce Road.




THREE HIGH SCHOOL

Our high school offers an unparalleled program of studies,
from 24 advanced placement courses, to award-winning
music programs, a wide variety of career and technical
education programs ranging from architecture to robotics,
almost 60 student-initiated clubs and activities, 33 sports,
58 teams and so much more.

West Bloomfield High School has an estimated enrollment
of 1,820 in grades 9-12. The school offers a comprehensive
curriculum with emphasis on a college preparatory

and career education program. WBHS is accredited by
AdvancED-North Central Association Commission on
Accreditation and School Improvement (NCA-CASI).

In addition to our comprehensive high school, we also
offer two innovative programs that meet the needs of high
school students in different ways.

Laker Opportunity Center offers an alternative learning
experience for those that have struggled in the traditional
learning environment and need credit recovery. Through
Laker Opportunity Center students can complete high
school and graduate with a diploma. Our school leaders
help select the right learning mode for each student. The
program is open to all students in the State of Michigan
who are 16-22 years old. Learn more on their Facebook
page or https://www.wbsd.org/lakeroppcenter.

At Oakland Early College, we do school differently.
Through our partnership with Oakland Community
College, WBSD provides an early middle college
experience where OEC students are simultaneously
enrolled in high school and college classes at no cost

to families. All students in 9th through 11th grade

whose families reside in Oakland County can apply.
Here, students earn transferable college credits, up to
an associate’s degree, that will follow them to a four-
year university. There is also an option to earn a work
certificate through one of OCC’s many programs.
Students are supported by our tenets of college, culture,
community, and connection in a small and diverse school
community while they progress through our five year high
school program.

We’d love for you to schedule a tour and meet with our
building principal, counselors, and teachers. Simply call:

+ (248) 865-6720 to reach West Bloomfield High School

+ (248) 522-3542 to reach The Laker Opportunity Center
or Oakland Early College

When you’re ready to enroll, visit https://www.wbsd.
org and you can complete your student’s enrollment
completely online.

WBSD

OPTIONS

Laker
Opportunity

CENTER

WEST BLOOMFIELD
PRESCHOOL ACADEMY

West Bloomfield Preschool Academy utilizes the
HighScope curriculum, promoting active play
and participation through indoor and outdoor
educational experiences. Our intentional preschool
spaces encourage many types of play across various
interest areas. Furniture is arranged to establish
visual boundaries and promote independence in
cleaning up. Educators also provide materials that
are appropriate for their students’ developmental
levels, can be used in a variety of ways, and reflect
the experiences and cultures of the children in our
program. Call 248-865-6457 to tour.




WBSD COMMUNITY EDUCATION

Enrichment, Theatre, Recreation and Art

Each K-5 school has a unique After the Bell schedule. Check out WBCommEd.org.
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MATH PENTATHLON

More than 115 WBSD students grades K-7th gather after school to flex their
math skills using Math Pentathlon board games. The program focuses

on good sportsmanship, character development, integrity, and problem
solving. Students, parent volunteers, teachers, and coaches meet once a
week to sharpen their skills and have FUN! We are looking forward to the
National Tournaments in April and May of 2024. Wish us luck!

ADULT (18+)
ENGLISH
LEARNERS

Email melissa.mcdonald@wbsd.org or
call 248-539-2390 to schedule a time to
register

WBMS ROBOTICS

A group of 5th-8th graders
visited ABB Robotics in
Auburn Hills. They learned
about the company founders,
toured the factory, and
experienced hands-on
learning.

Robotics students diligently
meet after school to build
and construct field elements.
Thank you to all of our
coaches for your dedication!

ABOVE & BEYOND AWARD
The Oakland Schools
Department of Special
Populations congratulated 23
WBSD employees as recipients of
the Above and Beyond Award.
This is given to educators
who demonstrate exemplary
commitment to their students
by participating in rigorous
professional learning activities.
Oakland Schools recognizes
their dedication to children with
disabilities and their commitment
and professionalism in pursuing
professional learning, by giving
of their summer vacation time
and after school time to attend
professional learning events.

BOARD OF EDUCATION

Stacy Brickman, President
Nelson Hersh, Vice President
Julie Beaty, Secretary

Carol Finkelstein, Treasurer
Ashleigh Davis, Trustee
Deborah Evans, Trustee
Wm. Art Holdsworth, Trustee

WBSD Board Meetings are held in the
iCenter at West Bloomfield High School
at 7 p.m. Board Study Sessions are held
at 6:30 p.m., in the ACS building, 5810
Commerce Road.

March 4 - Board Study Session
March 18 - Board Meeting
April 1- Board Study Session
April 15 - Board Meeting

May 6 - Board Study Session
May 20 - Board Meeting

June 10 - Board Meeting

June 24 - Board Study Session
July 15 - Board Study Session

West Bloomfield School District
Superintendent Dania H. Bazzi, PhD
248-865-6485

CALL FOR A TOUR

West Bloomfield High School
248-865-6720

Oakland Early College
248-522-3540

The Laker Opportunity Center
248-522-3542

West Bloomfield Transition Center
248-539-0532

West Bloomfield Middle School
248-865-4480

Doherty Elementary School
248-865-6020

Gretchko Elementary School
248-865-6570

Roosevelt Elementary School
248-865-6620

Scotch Elementary School
248-865-3280

Sheiko Elementary School
248-865-6370

Adult Ed. English Language Learner
248-539-2390

WB Preschool Academy
248-865-6457

WD



STEMi: MOBILE INNOVATION

Oakland Schools’ STEMi Mobile Innovation Station
welcomed WBMS 6th graders to experience Al drawing
with VR headsets. They had a great time engaging

in hands-on experiences while learning about

' advancements in science, technology, engineering, and
mathematics.

500 WINS!

Congratulations to Wrestling Head
Coach Greg Alessi for earning his 500th
career dual meet win! Coach Alessi

has been a staple in the WB wrestling
community since 1988 working tirelessly
to mentor his teams.

Mila Waack, a 5th Grader at Roosevelt
Elementary School, was the button contest
winner among 396 entries. She led the MLK
parade at her own school and was honored
in front of the over 200 who attended the
30th United We Walk event this year.

" These are students in third and fourth hour orchestra classes
at West Bloomfield Middle School with Rodney Lamar Page. Mr.
Page is a classically trained violinist who told our students he’s

been playing for 29 years but he started “because his mother

made him.” And then he played and students could feel the
energy and enthusiasm he has for his craft. WBMS students will
be performing one of his original pieces at their May 8 concert.
His visit to the strings and orchestra classes was made possible
by the WBSD Orchestra Boosters and tied directly into the 2024
Theme for Black History Month: African Americans in the Arts.

Gretchko students are mad about
science! Thank you to our PTOs that
enrich our learning experiences.
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Our Unified Basketball team took on Clarkston at Little Caesars
Arena in January. #LakerNation




WBEF RAISES OVER $30K
FOR TEACHER GRANTS

The West Bloomfield Educational Foundation
would like to thank our community for their
support of public education. Over $30,000

was raised at their annual Casino Night “where
adults play and kids win!” Those funds will be
distributed through a competitive teacher grant
process next fall. To date WBEF has given back
over $1 million, impacting every grade at every
WBSD school. Learn more at WBEF.org.
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Bloomfield Township Public Library, Friends of the WB
Township Public Library and Schuler Books who made it

i possible for every student who attended our Kindergarten

' Showcase to leave with their choice of the 100 books to
read in kindergarten. WB Parks, our principals, kindergarten

ok~

= teachers and representatives from West Bloomfield Preschool &
Academy, our English Learners Department, and Student
Services shared all the support we wrap around students and
families as they enter kindergarten.

K-5 BOUNDARIES

These are the

MI WEEK

Legend

Elementary Building
Gretchko

A Doherty

A Scotch

A Sheiko

Proposed Boundary
Doherty

new elementary
boundaries for
next fall when

we will have four
K-5 buildings.
Visit wbsd.org/
k5redistricting

for more details
and watch for
commemoration
activities for
Roosevelt that are
being planned with
community and
staff input.

ALL-STATE JAZZ VOCALISTS

Conference. Thank you Sheryl
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Carley Law were three of the top 20 All-
State jazz vocalists at the Michigan Music 4

Hauk, Fine Arts !

Coordinator and Choral Director. E
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Would you like to be a sponsor of the Michigan Week
Community Awards Breakfast? It will be held on Friday,
May 10, at Temple Israel, 5725 Walnut Lake Road, West
Bloomfield. The theme is “Volunteers Make the World Go
Round!” There are numerous categories for groups and
individuals, both noncompetitive and competitive. All
enrollees and nominees must either live, work, volunteer,
or attend school in Greater West Bloomfield - Cities of
Keego Harbor, Orchard Lake Village, Sylvan Lake, or West
Bloomfield Township. The deadline is April 19 to register
to attend or to sponsor the event. Find details at www.
michiganweek.org.

Students and staff led the creation of Zen Dens in West
Bloomfield Middle School. What’s a Zen Den? It’s a place
where students can refocus, recharge, and center themselves
so they can return to class ready to learn. Going to the Zen
Den can be student-requested or teacher-suggested. Each
has calming lighting and sounds, comfortable seating, and
multiple stations for breathing exercises, rest, and meditation
with step-by-step instructions. Data is being kept on what
stations are most helpful and utilized. Counselors and mental
health staff will reach out to students utilizing the Zen Dens to
ensure they know about all the resources available at WBMS.

WBSD



Ater graduating from WBHS during the pandemic
in 2020, Julianna Boye moved to Washington,

D.C. to pursue a B.A. in political science and legal
communications at Howard University where she

is now a graduating senior. She planned to pursue
pre-law studies and attend law school until she was
recognized as a Harvard Public Policy scholar. Julianna
has dedicated her career to driving positive change

at the intersection of public policy and social impact.
Julianna holds leadership roles as the President of
Howard University College Democrats and President
of the District of Columbia College Democrats. In these
capacities, she partners with universities throughout
the District of Columbia and hosts events with EMILYs
List, the NAACP, Congressional members, and more.

Julianna is a previous intern for Congresswoman
Rashida Tlaib and a graduate of the prestigious
University of California-Berkeley Public Policy and
International Affairs Program - where she developed
affordable housing policy memos and fielded
constituent concerns to federal agencies such as the
Department of Housing and Urban Development. Boye
founded a nonprofit organization in 2022 at 20 years
of age, Comfort Africa, Incorporated, which establishes
avenues for cultural, financial, and educational
assistance to both the continent of Africa and the
Black Diaspora. This includes sending technology and
essential items to citizens in Ghana, raising money for
Breast Cancer Research, providing resources to women
and homeless shelters, raising large amounts of money
with Howard students and alumni to create community
centers in Céte d’lvoire, and more.

Julianna was a fall 2023 White House intern within
the Office of Presidential Personnel. In this role, she
contributed to advancing the values and priorities

of the Biden-Harris administration, assisting the Candidate
Recruitment team in building an administration reflective of

the diversity of America. She is an incoming intern with the
Democratic National Committee Community and Coalitions
team, working on creating effective strategies with stakeholders
to mobilize voters. She plans to obtain her Juris Doctorate

and Masters in Public Policy from Harvard Kennedy School of
Government.

How HAs WBHS HELPED JULIANNA?

[ absolutely would not be who | am today, or where | am today
without the impact of WBHS. | owe all of my success to my
high school. Not only did | attend WBHS, but | have been in
this district since kindergarten. | attended Ealy Elementary
and Orchard Lake Middle School as well. From my first grade
teacher, Ms. Wool teaching me the importance of school, to
taking AVID classes (a program designed for students with
recognized academic potential) with Mr. Martinez in middle
school, to high school AVID classes with Mrs. Rosenwasser,
each step along my journey in West Bloomfield contributed to
my overall success and drive.

The community of teachers in this school district shows
unwavering support and pours into their students as they
pursue their dreams. As a student at WBHS, | was engaged
with social and government clubs; some of these include the
Law and Politics Club, African American Awareness Club,
Sisters in Society, and participated in the Oakland County
Teen Court Program. Each of these significantly shaped

my passions for advocacy and service, instilling within me
a drive for impact. And,
traveling to D.C. with Mrs.
Chase was the catalyst for
my involvement in state,
local, and national politics.
Not only did | meet great
teachers, but | also met
amazing lifelong friends
who have grown with me

in different stages of life,
and | owe that all to our
amazing school district. | am
proudly from the best city in
Michigan.

JULIANNA’S ADVICE FOR CURRENT WBHS STUDENTS?

| encourage all current students to truly appreciate and
cherish their time at WBHS. My years as a student at WB
were some of the best years of my life no doubt. High school
ends quickly, and before you know it, you’ll be graduating
from college, too. So, take the time to engage with your
classmates and teachers. Find mentors and establish great
relationships. As you grow through life, treat people with
kindness, be genuine, and remain true to your passions.

If you do that, the world is yours. Feel free to contact me
anytime along your journey, at juliannamboye@gmail.com.
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West Bloomfield High School DECA
was recognized for outstanding
School-based Enterprise for the
5th year in a row earning DECA
Gold Certification! They will

be recognized during DECA’s
International Career Development

-~ Conference in April in Anaheim.

WBSD’s school-based enterprise

CELEBRATING
STUDENT ATHLETES

Congratulations to 11 West Bloomfield
High School students on their athletic
accomplishments who participated in
signing day February 7th, committing to
play college athletics.

Xzavier Davis - Davenport University,
Football
Nigel Dunton - Central State

University, Football

Gabrielle Hale - Bluefield State
University, Volleyball

Arielle Newsome - William Smith
College, Volleyball

Mitchell Rebtoy - Macomb Community
College, Baseball

Jordanne Shannon - Ohio Wesleyan
University, Volleyball

Myles Sorn - Lansing Community
College, Baseball

Jaxon Stapf - Macomb Community
College, Baseball

Alesha Tariq - Wellesley College, Soccer
Joshua Tillman - Northern lllinois
University, Football

Alexander Walton - University of
Dayton, Football

has operated for 51 years.

About DECA: DECA is a
career and technical student
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organization that prepares
emerging leaders and
entrepreneurs with a career
interest in marketing, finance,
hospitality, and management.
DECA enhances the preparation
for college and careers by
providing co-curricular programs |
that integrate into classroom
instruction, apply learning,
connect to business and promote
competition. DECA is one of

" almost 60 clubs and activities
available to WBHS students.

photo credit: WBHS Junior, Ari Saperstein

Did you know every one of our elementary schools has been
nominated for the national showcase of Capturing Kids Hearts?
Through experiential training, expert coaching, character-based
curriculum for students, and personalized support, Capturing
Kids’ Hearts® equips professionals in K-12 education to implement
transformational processes focused on social-emotional wellbeing,
relationship-driven campus culture, and student connectedness.
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: Enroll Today! ;.
Where the ﬁlm{‘m Begins
{ . wbsd.org
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