
 
 

On Tuesday, October 24, 2023 the West Bloomfield Education Foundation reviewed 88 grant 
applications submitted by the deadline of October 23, 2023. The WBEF Grant Committee has 

selected 57 (fifty-seven) proposals to be funded in the 2023-2024 school year. 
 

Project Title  Applicant/Collaborator School Amount 

Workstation Fun Lisa Gesaman Doherty  $640.00 

The Power of Play Ryan Crowe Doherty  $301.00 

All for One, One 
Book Club for ALL!  

Kelly DeGasperis Doherty  $300.00 

STEM Bins Colleen Mestdagh Doherty  $674.42 

Reset Room 
Naomi Schwartz Doherty  $475.95 

Providing Readers 
with Diverse, 
Inclusive, and 

Equitable Literature  

Monica Hammerick Gretchko $750.00 

The Power of Read 
Aloud 

Mary Ann Ayar Gretchko $750.00 

STEAMing Stars Amanda Finn Gretchko $750.00 

Mindful Morning 
Tubs  

Katelyn Sizemore  Gretchko $623.36 

Starting Smart in 
First Grade with a 

Soft Start 
Brittney Williams Gretchko $702.57 

Social Emotional 
Learning Through 

Children’s Literature 
Jessica Geottes Gretchko $750.00 

Math Manipulatives 
Mary Ellen Merglewski, 

Mandy Finn, Sarah Miller 
and Sharilyn Smith 

Gretchko $500.00 

Math Manipulatives 
Merglewski, Smith, Miller, 

Finn 
Gretchko $500.00 



Math Versatile 
Manipulatives - 

Mary Ellen Merglewski Gretchko $500.00 

“Empower Young 
Minds; Building 

Problem Solvers, 
Critical and Creative 

Thinkers Through 
Dramatic Play” 

Nicole Risden Gretchko $695.00 

Hands-on Academic 
Activities 

Bethany Weller Gretchko $745.41 

Math Games Galore  Rachel Hirsch Gretchko $747.90 

Using Music 
Centers to Diversify 

Learning in the 
Music Classroom  

Susan Rabotnick Gretchko $735.00 

"Rocking Read 
Alouds" - Building 
classroom read-

aloud libraries that 
reflect our students' 

identities and 
support our literacy 

learning. 

Jen Teal and Randi Fogel Gretchko $672.57 

Starting Smart with 
a Soft Start  

Katrina Tracz Gretchko $702.68 

Holistic Student 
Development 

Kimberly Larson Roosevelt $498.00 

Calm Corner Taylor Carroll Roosevelt $185.86 

Enhancing Social-
Emotional Learning 
and the 4C’s in our 

Learning 
Environment with 

Innovative Tools for 
Student 

Development 

Sara Rich Roosevelt $216.91 

Calm Corner Joshua Bryzik Roosevelt $470.84 



LEGO Learning for 
Law's Leaders 

Kristi Law Roosevelt $692.00 

"Pack Leader 
Power" 

Julie Zawalski, Breanne 
Massie 

Roosevelt $288.07 

Entertaining Math 
and Phonics 

Investigations 
Juliann O'Brien Roosevelt $403.58 

Enhancing Social-
Emotional Learning 

and Learning 
Environment 

Sipila Roosevelt $179.00 

Interaction in Motion Cheryl Caplan Scotch  $700.00 

Knowledge is 
Power! 

Nicole Jones Scotch $350.00 

Growing a 
Classroom of 

Readers 
Leisa Pulliam Scotch $474.69 

Book Club Sets and 
Bags 

Kelli Mason Scotch $395.98 

Building Essential 
Life Skills Through 
Educational Play  

Laura Hennicken  Scotch $505.44 

3rd grade SEL 
Read-Alouds and 

SEL Station  
Megan Gasko  Scotch $750.00 

“Books to Enhance 
a Sense of 

Community and Self 
Worth” 

Kristin Strutton Sheiko $745.20 

Because Of Winn 
Dixie 

Blaine McDowell Sheiko $747.82 

Transforming the 
Book Nook 

Sherise Kobylas Sheiko $720.00 

Reach Reluctant 
Readers 

Stephanie Donnay Sheiko $600.00 



Scholastic Success! 

Allison Pargoff (in 
collaboration with Eric 

Witchell, Michael Cushman, 
Tiffaney Emert, Raschel 
Snead, and Stephanie 

Donnay)  

Sheiko $641.64 

Games Cindy Carson/Nancy Putrus WBMS $750.00 

Principal Gardner's 
and Dr. Bazzi's 

Book Club 

Dania Bazzi and David 
Gardner 

WBMS $425.00 

Bringing History 
Alive With Historical 

Fiction Novels 
Joanna Graham WBMS $570.00 

CELEBREMOS la 
cultura-Teaching 

the kids to be more 
culturally aware and 
embrace different 

people and cultures 

Joann Manetta WBMS $750.00 

Mindfulness 
Learning 

Candace Hudson-Jackson WBMS $713.26 

WBMS iCenter 
Graphic Novels  

Emily Waller WBMS $750.00 

Technology 3D 
Pens  

Jermaine Evans WBMS $750.00 

Bringing Ancient 
History Alive-

providing hands-
on,stem-based 

activities for 
students 

Laura Cowell  WBMS $750.00 

WBMS iCenter 
Makerspace  

Graff/Carson WBMS $750.00 

Theatre Lighting for 
Black Box 

Productions  
Stephens WBHS $750.00 



 
Acappella Vocal 
Music in the 21st 

Century  

Hauk WBHS $388.00 

"Basic Life Support 
Training"  

Kelli Danton and Liza 
Zanotti 

WBHS $750.00 

Advisory Games Brooke Buffmyer WBHS $750.00 

Vex STEM V5 
Classroom Kit 

Buddy Muylaert WBHS $749.00 

Decrease Stress 
and Stay Focused 

with Fidgets 
J. Sepetys WBHS $473.00 

"Creative 
Opportunities 
Without Cash"  

Nick F WBHS $750.00 

Lost Art of Letter 
Writing 

Kauser OEC $375.00 

Building Community 
in The Laker 

Opportunity Center  

The Laker Opportunity 
Center 

The Laker 
Opportunity 

Center 
$57.00 

   $33,331.15 
 


