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Donuts with Dania
Donuts with Dania is a quarterly gathering where 
community members are invited to join me for 
conversation and connection. It’s an open forum where 
I share highlights, answer questions and listen to the 
ideas of our stakeholders in a relaxed setting. 

At our recent gathering, we celebrated achievements 
and discussed important updates that impact our 
schools. I’m excited to share these with you. 

Academics
West Bloomfi eld School District follows a rigorous 
curriculum review cycle aligned with state standards 
and driven by data, research-based best practices and 
community input. Secondary teachers are piloting Reveal 
Math, while 40 elementary teachers began piloting 
new English Language Arts resources in Semester 1. 
These pilots will inform board recommendations for new 
curricular resources, bringing valuable support to our 
classrooms.

A point of pride for WBHS is a 28 percent increase in 
the number of students who scored three or higher on 
advanced placement tests! Both the number of students 
tested and their scores improved.

Finances
Voters overwhelmingly approved renewal of our 
Operating Millage this year, which provides 17 percent 
of our annual budget. WBSD maintains a healthy fund 

balance and continues to advocate for proper public 
school funding from the state.

Construction Projects
Scheduled to open in August 2026, the new Sheiko 
Elementary (under construction) will provide students 
with beautifull spaces tailored for modern learning. 

Design is underway for the new Doherty Elementary and 
career and technical education spaces at WBHS. They 
will provide exceptional student experiences.

Inclusive and enriching playgrounds at Gretchko and 
Scotch were generously funded through bond proceeds 
and opened this fall.

Designed for our 18-to-26-year-old special education 
students, the new Adult Transition Center at WBHS 
will provide an innovative learning environment where 
students develop life skills. Join us for a ribbon cutting 
April 3rd.

A safety project is adding interior door locks with visible 
displays to WBSD classrooms funded by a safety grant 
and sinking fund.

Please continue to follow construction updates on our 
communication platforms. 

Thank you for your ongoing support and collaboration.

Dania H. Bazzi, PhD
Superintendent
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March 24-28 – Spring Break
April 3 – Transition Center Ribbon Cutting, 5:30 p.m., WBHS
April 7 – Board Study Session, 6:30 p.m., ACS
April 18 – No School
April 21 – Board meeting, 7 p.m., WBHS
April 26 – Laker Bot, 9 a.m., WBMS

May 3 – First Robotics, all day, WBMS
May 5 – Board Study Session, 6:30 p.m., ACS
May 13 - Donuts with Dania, 9:30 a.m., ACS
May 19 – Board meeting, 7 p.m., WBHS
May 22 - WBHS Honors Convocation, 7 p.m., WBHS
May 23 – OEC Honors Convocation, 1 p.m., Smith Theater

SAVE THE DATE

A MESSAGE FROM THE SUPERINTENDENT

Board members toured the new Transition Center space, where our students ages 
18-26 who receive special education services practice life and job skills.
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ABOUT WEST BLOOMFIELD SCHOOL DISTRICT
West Bloomfield School District is located in a suburban
community approximately 25 miles northwest of Detroit and
serves about 5,000 students. WBSD is a beautifully diverse
community with a significant segment of working-class families
from West Bloomfield, Orchard Lake, Sylvan Lake, and Keego
Harbor. District materials are translated into 42 languages,
including Japanese. This area is surrounded by picturesque lakes,
has more than 72,000 residents, and is a wonderful mixture of
business and residential. The district is committed to providing a
well-rounded education with fine and performing arts, STEAM
programming and physical education/athletics at every level in
addition to a strong curriculum.

There are over 60 languages represented in the West Bloomfield
School District with the English Language Development (ELD)
program serving approximately 400 students and their families.
Our most common languages spoken among the English Learner
families are Arabic, Chaldean, Japanese, & Spanish.

Our English Language Learner for Adults class is free to all
community members over 18. Call (248) 539-2390 to learn more!

1,882 enrolled

248-865-6485

K-5 elementary communities
where our Laker adventure begins

Elementary & secondary
place-based

outdoor learning

Language & Literacy
Communication
Mathematics
Creative Arts
Science and Technology
Social Studies
Learning Habits
Social Emotional Development
Physical Development & Health

223 enrolled

Pre-K 4 All4Little Lakers    s3

An inclusive, hands-on environment
where children make decisions, 

solve problems, and engage in learning.
“ ”

Explore the depths
of opportunity.

ages

tuition-based program
for age 3 learners

free preschool
beginning at age 4

Early Childhood Special Education
From birth to age 26, WBSD wraps support around

students receiving special education services, starting
with Early On, Pre-K ASD and ECSE

WBSD is thrilled to announce that all our recent course 
proposals were approved by the Board of Education. 
This robust set of o¢ erings is a direct refl ection of our 
Strategic Plan mission statement, specifi cally providing 
opportunities, experiences and tools for each student’s 
journey. 

The e¢ ort and innovation required to get these courses 
approved was no small task. From taking the time to 
research and write the course, to creating and delivering 
detailed presentations for Curriculum Council and the 
Board, the sta¢  involved are a true representation 
of our Belief Statements. Their e¢ orts remind us that 
education is a shared responsibility and that positive 
experiences are key to student success. 

These timely and innovative courses were approved:

• 6th Grade Lakers Leading the Way (Kelsey Chewins 
and Andrea Henry). Through interactive lessons and 
hands-on projects, students explore key leadership 
concepts, including communication, collaboration, 
problem-solving, confl ict resolution, and goal setting. 

• 7th/8th Grade LEAD: Anchored in Leadership (Kelsey 
Chewins and Andrea Henry). Extending the sixth-
grade leadership curriculum, a unique feature of this 
course is the mentorship component, where eighth-
grade students mentor sixth graders during the fi rst 
semester. 

• Podcast Production at WBHS (Jennifer Williamson) is 
designed to help students become better storytellers, 
and includes not only how to create a podcast, but 

actually publishing these 
on public platforms and 
marketing them.

Timeless Survival at WBHS 
(Kevin Reed) is a 16-week 
course focused on essential 
survival skills. It combines 
practical hands-on training 
with historical context 
for a comprehensive 
learning experience, 
covering a di¢ erent 
survival topic each week 
based on historical events, 

ranging from basic fi rst aid to advanced navigation 
techniques.

• Intro to Statistics at WBHS (Ron Thompson and 
Nic Hamilton) provides a comprehensive overview 
of statistical concepts and techniques essential 
for understanding and analyzing data through 
hands-on projects 
and collaborative 
discussions.

• Real World Math at 
WBHS (Ron Thompson 
and Nic Hamilton) 
contains career-
connected thematic 
units where students use 
high school mathematics 
to analyze everyday life 
and work.

• Course Update: Adding 
Fentanyl Awareness 
in the WBHS Health 
Course (Jeremy Denha, 
Nadine Gaggo, Rebecca 
Heitsch). Special thanks 
goes to Lisa Berkey 
and the Greater West 
Bloomfi eld Community 
Coalition for their 
support with this course 
update through which 
students will be able to 
describe what fentanyl 
is, understand why it’s 
dangerous and identify 
strategies for prevention 
and seeking help.

INNOVATIVE 
NEW COURSES

•
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Susie Zorn Aisner graduated from West Bloomfi eld 
High School in 1989 and went on to Michigan 

State University, where she earned Bachelor of Arts in 
Elementary Education in 1994. 

Susie has spent her entire career in our district. She taught 
at Roosevelt Elementary School, including in the Magnet 
Program, Sheiko Elementary, Orchard Lake Middle School, 
and advanced placement classes at WBHS. 

She also pursued a Master of Education in Instructional 
Technology from Wayne State University in 2002, and an 
Education Specialist degree, Galileo Institute for Teacher 
Leadership, from Oakland University in 2009. In addition 
to earning a school administrator certifi cate, she took a 
yearlong course from Jerusalem Institute in Israel.

Since 2021, she has served as assistant principal of her 
alma mater.

Two of her children have also graduated from WBHS, and 
her youngest is currently a freshman. All of them joined her 
husband, sisters and mom to celebrate her recently being 
named the Michigan 2025 High School Assistant Principal 
of the Year by the Michigan Association of Secondary 
School Principals (MASSP). Aisner will represent the state 
in the National Association of Secondary School Principals’ 
2025 High School National Assistant Principal of the Year 
program. NASSP will announce fi nalists and the national 
winner in the spring.

With her WBHS team, including Principal Eric Pace, 
Assistant Principal Dr. Stephanie Clark, Assistant Principal 
Jamie Glintz, Athletic Director Eric Pierce, as well as her 
counseling department, she has improved the functional 
aspects of the student information system. This allows 
them to better track and monitor student performance in 
order to support not only student achievement, but also 
to support building sta¢  in managing their caseloads and 

workloads in the most eª  cient manner possible, to allow 
them to engage authentically with students, parents and 
community partners. 

“Mrs. Aisner is a natural leader, adept at building strong 
relationships with both students and faculty,” said Ashlee 
Frankford, a West Bloomfi eld High School student. “Her 
approachable demeanor and willingness to listen make 
her a trusted advocate for all members of our school 
community.”

WHAT ADVICE DO YOU HAVE FOR CURRENT 
STUDENTS?
Aisner encourages students, “Ask a lot of questions. Be 
open to feedback and input. And don’t be afraid to take 
risks.”

HOW DID WBHS HELP YOU ON YOUR CURRENT 
PATH?
“In so many ways!” shared Aisner, specifi cally noting as 
a writer through the English department. One teacher 
in particular also stood out. “Barb Philka, of blessed 
memory, taught a leadership class. There I learned 
leadership could be intentional, planned, practiced, 
grown, and most importantly human.”

We are proud of Susie, another amazing alum! Do 
you know a WBHS alum who would be a great fi t for a 
spotlight feature? Reach out to rebecca.fannon@wbsd.org 
to let her know.

WBHS ALUMNI PROFILE
Susie Aisner, Class of 1989


