Happy spring, Lakers! Thank you for your continued
support of the West Bloomfield School District. Your
overwhelming passage of the operating millage renewal
and your continued presence at our school events show
how much you care about the well-rounded education
we are providing our students.

Transition activities for our move to four elementary
buildings that house kindergarten through fifth grade
are underway. Parents, students and staff are building
relationships that will support student learning. We are
also bidding farewell to Roosevelt as we celebrate the
people and programs that have made our Husky Pack
such an integral part of our community.

Replicating that sense of community and sharing the
STEAM programming at all our elementaries is an
essential part of our transition. We continue to learn
from each other and we are so excited to be able to
provide the most optimal learning experience for all
students within our budget with the new organizational
structure. If you have an elementary student not
currently in WBSD, now would be a great time to explore
what we have to offer and take advantage of the
connection activities.

We are also excited that this summer, after careful
planning, bond projects will begin. Among these
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are a new Sheiko Elementary; new playgrounds at
Gretchko and Scotch that support physical and social
development; a space for our transition students ages
18-26 at West Bloomfield High School that includes a
kitchen and an environment for practicing life and job
skills; and enhancements to our high school special
education spaces. Upcoming editions of The Laker will
share progress and photos as these projects develop.

This edition includes highlights of programs at all levels,
celebrations of state championships for choir and
basketball, and snapshots of how we meet individual
student needs from preschool through three options for
high school.

The photo above is a perfect example. Niko Speck
wasn’t able to join us at the Board of Education meeting
when he received the Superintendent’s Award, so

his family brought a life-size cardboard cutout as we
learned about how he will graduate from Oakland Early
College this spring with a high school diploma and five
(5) associate degrees.

Our community’s commitment to education makes that
possible.

In Education,
Dania H. Bazzi, PhD
Superintendent

FREE ADMISSION FOR RESIDENTS 65+

Laker Senior Gold Cards are available for our
West Bloomfield School District residents age 65

and above so they may attend plays, athletic
games and musical performance free of charge.
Cards are available at district schools and the ACS
Office at 5810 Commerce Road.




ELEMENTARY TRANSITION
ENHANCES EDUCATIONAL

OPTIONS

STEAM AT EVERY >)

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

Our transition to four elementary schools this fall provided
opportunities for us to reimagine our offerings for
students. One of the positive developments is that WBSD
will offer STEAM
programming at

all elementary
schools. All current |
students were
placed in the
applicant pool

and families were
notified April 1

if they met the
criteria for STEAM.

Elementary
STEAM will be

a supplemental
learning
experience that
takes place during
the school day
and outside of

a student’s core
academic schedule.
It will include
interdisciplinary
and hands-on
projects that
integrate Science,
Technology,
English, Arts, and
Mathematics.

Elementary STEAM

will utilize Project Lead the Way learning experiences,
including Animated Storytelling, Programming Patterns,
Input/Output Computer Systems, Robotics and
Automation. This aligns with middle and high school
programming.

Qualifying students can now stay in their neighborhood
school and access STEAM programming during their

rotating specials day. Previously students had four
specials, but with five days in the school week one
repeated on the fifth day on a rotating basis. Now
the students who qualify for STEAM programming will
essentially have STEAM as their fifth special.

What are the criteria? Elementary STEAM criteria
includes: 55th percentile or higher on the NWEA Fall Map
Reading Assessment AND strong report card scores in
Reading, Math, Science, and Social Studies. New incoming
kindergarten students will be eligible based on their
Kindergarten Readiness Assessment scores.

Students who did not meet STEAM criteria will participate
in Laker Learning. This is an opportunity for small group
instruction and literacy support, and again will take place
during the school day and outside of a student’s core
academic schedule.

Laker Learning is designed to support learning and spark
curiosity. It will include:
+ Access to Xello Career Town, a digital platform where
learners explore future career opportunities
» Opportunities to accelerate literacy skills
« Small group instruction in targeted academic areas
« Opportunities to engage in district-wide digital learning
platforms (like IXL)

And each year, all elementary student scores are reviewed
so those who didn’t qualify for STEAM initially could qualify
later.

FIFTH-GRADE MUSIC

Rising fifth graders will choose between band, orchestra,
or choir for their fifth-grade music special. This will take
the place of general music and will serve as an exciting
stepping stone for new opportunities in middle school and
beyond. Prior to the start of the school year, students will
have the opportunity to learn more about these three
offerings. They will even get to test out instruments at an
instrument petting zoo during the school day.

For band or orchestra, students may rent an instrument

or borrow a school-provided instrument if needed. Parent
communication will be sent with more details. Contact your
neighborhood building principal with questions.
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OUR PROGRESS TOWARD
ELEMENTARY LEARNING TARGETS

People often ask how the district

is doing. Are we meeting student
growth goals? One measure of our
progress involves a partnership
with the Northwest Evaluation
Association (NWEA) a not-for-profit
organization that creates academic
assessments for students pre-K-12.
NWEA’s guidance is that 60 percent
of students reaching their growth goal
is ideal.

In WBSD we set stretch goals. Our
goals for both math and reading
(ELA) are that the percentage of
students that reach their growth

goal in each cohort will increase by

at least 10 percent from spring to
spring (or 70 percent overall - 10
percent beyond industry standard), as
measured by our NWEA Measures of
Academic Progress (MAP) assessment.
This is with our students speaking

60 different languages, and 400
elementary students identified as
having a primary language other than
English.

As of this winter’s benchmark
assessments, we are on track
to meet that goal for five of the
six grade levels for Language
Arts and on track to meet the
goal for all six grade levels in

mathematics!

The NWEA MAP assessment is a
computer-adaptive test designed
to measure each child’s academic
growth. The test adapts to each
child’s level based on how they
answer questions. Remember this
is only one insight into a child’s
academic abilities.

Teachers and Professional Learning
Communities (what we’re doing on
Late Start days) use the results to
inform instructional decisions such as
necessary support and enrichment,
instructional strategy focus and even
small group formation. They use other
data points such as project-based
learning, homework and classroom
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assessments to help ensure they are
making the best decisions possible.

NWEA results also help our schools
and district identify potential
advanced math students who have
not self-selected into those classes.
And they are a good predictor

of potential proficiency on state
standardized tests (M-STEP/PSAT).

As you can see, our elementary
students are making progress across
the board, and WBSD will continue
working to meet our stretch goals.
Here are a few resources you can
access to support learning at home
and in the community.

Top 3 Resources for Literacy and
Math Development

1. Your time.

2.How you model a learning
lifestyle.

3.Your child’s teacher. Don’t be
afraid to ask questions and seek
their assistance.

District Resources

« Bridges in mathematics (K-5
math program) offers a curated
set of online math games
appropriate to each grade level
www.mathlearningcenter.org

« IXL: Math (grades K-5) and social
studies (grades 3-5) provides a
personal study plan using each
student’s own testing data

+ Coming soon: a grant for Imagine
Learning (literacy and math)

Additional Resources

+ Parents of K-11 students can
create a KhanAcademy.org
account to support math

« Students in grades 8-11 can take
advantage of Khan Academy’s
partnership with the College
Board (producer of the SAT and
PSAT) to build college and career
readiness skills in reading, writing
and mathematics. Students can
create a Khan Academy account
at www.khanacademy.org/sat

BOARD OF EDUCATION

Stacy Brickman, President
Nelson Hersh, Vice President
Julie Beaty, Secretary

Carol Finkelstein, Treasurer
Ashleigh Davis, Trustee
Deborah Evans, Trustee
Wm. Art Holdsworth, Trustee

WBSD Board Meetings are held in the
iCenter at West Bloomfield High School
at 7 p.m. Board Study Sessions are held
at 6:30 p.m., in the ACS building, 5810
Commerce Road.

June 10 - Board Study Session

June 24 - Board Meeting

July 15 - Board Study Session
August 5 - Board Workshop
August 19 - Board Meeting
September 9 - Board Study Session
September 23 - Board Meeting

West Bloomfield School District
Superintendent Dania H. Bazzi, PhD
248-865-6485

Call for a Tour

West Bloomfield High School
248-865-6720

Oakland Early College
248-522-3540

Laker Opportunity Center
248-522-3542

West Bloomfield Transition Center

248-539-0532

West Bloomfield Middle School
248-865-4480

Doherty Elementary School
248-865-6020

Gretchko Elementary School
248-865-6570

Roosevelt Elementary School

248-865-6620

Scotch Elementary School
248-865-3280

Sheiko Elementary School
248-865-6370

Adult Ed. English Language Learner
248-539-2390

WB Preschool Academy
248-865-6457




>> WBSD HAPPENINGS

WBHS choir students performed on Ford Island overlooking the
Arizona Memorial, the Hawaii State Capitol House Chamber
and Rotunda, and represented Michigan in the Vietnam
Veterans Parade over spring break. WBHS Chamber Choir and
Chorale also achieved the highest Ones rating at the Michigan
School Vocal Association Choral Festival and Laker Express
was invited to perform at the All State Festival Concert in East
Lansing. Thank you to Sheryl Hauk, Fine Arts Coordinator and
Choral Director.

Congratulations to our WBHS Women’s Varsity Basketball team
and Coach McAllister for their commanding victory against
Grand Blanc, capturing their second title in three years!

WBSD received an Out of School Time Programming Grant from
the United Way for Southeastern Michigan to enhance after-
school programming. For the 2023-24 school year, more than
245 Kids Connect students (formerly Kids Club) benefited from
high-quality after-school STEAM activities, engaging games
and new program supplies and materials. Shown here, students
experienced operating a drone. They worked individually and

as a team to maneuver the drone in a fun flight pattern.
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Students, staff and families around the district celebrated the
solar eclipse with a wide variety of learning events. The West
Bloomfield Transition Center students enjoyed the view. West
Bloomfield Transition Center guides young adults to gain the

skills to lead independent, productive adult lives.
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WBHS HOSA had another exciting year at the State Leadership
Conference in Traverse City. HOSA is a career and technical
student organization for students planning to pursue health
professions. We had eight students place in the top eight of
their event, and two of those students placed in the top three.
Congratulations to James Lee, who placed second in Dental
Terminology, and Matilda Evardsson, who placed first in
Research Poster.

Many thanks to the talented coaches, parent volunteers and
teachers who made Math Pentathlon a success! WBSD offers
Math Pentathlon for students grades K-7th.




Doherty PTO
hosted their annual
Multicultural Family
Night showcasing
cultural activities,
tasty and diverse
food samples and
live entertainment.
Thank you to

all the families,
staff and PTO for
coordinating.

Principals toured each elementary school with our mascot Lyle
as one of the many transition activities for students, families
and staff. From left: Sheiko Principal Blaine McDowell, Gretchko
Principal Jen Teal, Lyle, Scotch Principal James Scrivo, and
Doherty Principal Daniel Spitzley.

Second grade teacher Mary Sheiko students enjoyed
Ann Ayar is teaching Gretchko a walking field trip to the
students K-2 how to eat West Bloomfield Nature
healthy using ingredients from Center.

their hydroponic garden.

Roosevelt

celebrated the
people and
programs that
have made the
Husky PACK

so special
throughout the
years on Friday,
May 17. Painting
by Roosevelt
teacher David
Schweitzer.

2024 - 25 RETIREMENTS

TEACHERS
Susan Acton
Julie Baeten
Heather Crewes
John Deierlein
Sheryl Hauk
Mervet Ismail
Suzan Karmo
Robin Loudermilk
Molly Marshall
Ryan Moore
Michelle Pierce
Janis Schiffer
Mary Tokata
Kathleen Townsend
Linda Trotter
Julia Walton
Carol Wild

SUPERVISORS
Lisa Perri

PARAEDUCATORS
Mary Kathleen Anaya
Brenda Gotko

Shawn Hahn

EARLY CHILDHOOD
Janan Kassab
Eleonora Vago

BUILDING
Roosevelt/Scotch
Doherty

WBHS

WBMS

WBHS

WBHS

WBHS

WBHS

WBHS

WBMS

Roosevelt

WBHS
Gretchko/Scotch
WBHS
WBMS/WBHS
WBHS

Gretchko

BUILDING
ACS/Human
Resources

BUILDING
WBHS

WB Transition
Center

WB Transition
Center

BUILDING
Doherty
ACS Building




WBHS ALUM SPOTLIGHT ON

Jason Israilov, Class of 2018

By Alicia Chase

A. fter graduating West Bloomfield High School,
ason Israilov pursued his passion for computer
science and cybersecurity at Michigan State
University’s College of Engineering. While taking
full-time classes, Jason actively participated in
extracurriculars and challenged himself with different
technology-related job opportunities.

During his undergraduate years, Jason began

as an IT associate, later transitioning into web
development for the Broad College of Business. He
developed skills through a summer internship at a
major credit bureau, where he enhanced their cloud
platform security and reduced threats by 95 percent.

Jason was involved in many student organizations,
even serving as a vice president for one, where he
oversaw 120 members and managed a $100,000
budget for events, philanthropy and education.

During the pandemic, Jason co-founded a software
development company with a friend, demonstrating
his ability to balance full-time studies with
entrepreneurial endeavors. Since 2020, the company
has secured clients including restaurants, nonprofits,
construction, hotels and law firms.

After graduating, Jason began a career at Bosch

as a software cybersecurity engineer, focusing on
securing future vehicles from the latest cybersecurity
threats. His recent speaking engagement at the
Automotive IQ Cybersecurity Detroit conference
showcased his valuable insights and perspective as a
Gen Z-er in the industry.

Jason is now preparing for a six-month assignment
in Germany, expanding his impact on global
cybersecurity initiatives. With his dedication, talents
and diverse mindset, Jason Israilov exemplifies the
spirit of excellence cultivated at WBHS.

How HAs WBHS HELPED JASON ON HIs
CURRENT PATH?

WBHS played a pivotal role in shaping Jason’s
character, leadership skills and career path.
Under the mentorship of instructors and staff,
Jason said he was challenged by rigorous honors
and AP courses, which prepared him well for
college. Involvement in extracurriculars, such as
serving on the National Honor Society executive

board and being a captain for varsity lacrosse, equipped
him with invaluable leadership experience, teaching him
the importance of effective communication, teamwork and
perseverance.

Participation in clubs like Model UN, DECA and Coding
provided diverse experiences, from diplomacy and public
speaking to programming, which laid the foundation for future
academic and professional success. His interest in his field

was ignited through engineering classes with Mr. Muyleart,
programming classes like AP Computer Science A, as well as his
position as co-president of Coding Club.

Additionally, Jason’s involvement in AP physics with Mr.
Barclay sparked his passion for environmental activism. As
co-president of EARTH Club, he spearheaded initiatives for
installation of a solar array to 100 percent fully power the
science department. Since installation in 2018, it has generated
67 MWh of lifetime energy, saving 51.9 tons of carbon

dioxide emissions. This underscores Jason’s commitment to
sustainability and making a positive impact on his community.

WHAT ADVICE DO YOU HAVE FOR CURRENT STUDENTS?

As a proud alum of WBHS, Jason knows the importance of
courageously pursuing passions.

“High school isn’t just about popularity and grades, it’s a time
for exploration, discovery and creativity. Students should not

be afraid to think differently, challenge the norm and try new

things. Whether it’s joining a club, participating in a sport, or

volunteering, these experiences help shape their interests and
goals.

“Secondly, it’s important for students to build their network
and develop relationships. Teachers offer support, mentorship
and valuable feedback, while peers at WBHS come from diverse
backgrounds and provide unique perspectives for personal
growth. By investing time building these connections, students
can establish a strong support system for navigating high
school and beyond.”

Lastly, Jason wants students to remember not to get
discouraged by failure but instead to see it as an opportunity
to learn and grow.

“Setbacks are just part of the journey. They should be used as
stepping stones to keep moving forward with the grit that all
Lakers have.”

Do you know any West Bloomfield High School alumni you’d like to
see in the spotlight? If so, please email alycia.chase@wbsd.org.
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2023-2024 TEACHERS OF THE YEAR

West Bloomfield Preschool Academy
5‘ Gregory (Denny) Hundiak

B ... Elementary Schools
%o Doherty-Tina Polhamus, Gretchko-
Mary Ann Ayar, Scotch-Leisa Pulliam,
Sheiko-Jennifer Graham, Roosevelt-

Kristi Law

West Bloomfield Middle School
Jacqueline Tomaszewski

West Bloomfield High School
Ajay Bedi

Adult/Alternative Education
Lisa Maddalena

Oakland Early College
Kyle Heffelbower

.,l;‘t WB Transition Center

Bloomfield [, Chastitie Mitchell
ly|
SCHOOL DISTRICT

2023-2024 SUPPORT PERSON OF THE YEAR

West Bloomfield Preschool Academy
weimonias COllette Goestenkors

PRESCHOOL
ACADEMY

Elementary Schools

Doherty-Lisa Reed, Gretchko-Judith
Lépez-Alcaide, Scotch-Claudia Rodgers,
Sheiko-Kristin Cassady, Roosevelt-
Tiffany Farms

West Bloomfield Middle School
Debra (Deb) Zachos

i ® West Bloomfield High School
Lisa Sallen

Odakland Early College
Carly Bellairs

WB Transition Center
Brenda Gotko e
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Am | Too Old for Orthodontic Treatment?

A Fresh Perspective

HEN we think about braces, the typical image that comes to
Wmind is a teenager with a shiny set of metal wires adorning

their teeth, navigating the highs and lows of high school life.
However, in recent years, there's been a noticeable shift toward adults,
including those well into their 60s and beyond, embracing orthodontic

treatments. It begs the question: Are you ever too old for orthodontic
treatment?

Breaking Down the Age Barrier in Orthodontics

Orthodontic treatment has traditionally been associated with children
and adolescents whose bones are still growing, making it easier to
manipulate teeth alignment and jaw structure. However, the principles
of moving teeth through orthodontic procedures apply at any age.
Adults are turning to braces or Invisalign not only to improve the
aesthetics of their smile but also to correct malocclusions that might be
affecting their oral health.

"The number of adult patients in our practice has doubled over the
last decade,” said Dr. Andrea Nakisher, owner at Nakisher
Orthodontics. “Many come in thinking they're too old for this, but age
really isn't a factor in whether orthodontic treatment can be
successful.”

The Motivations Behind Adult Orthodontics
Why are more adults considering orthodontic treatment? The
reasons vary widely:

© Health Issues: Misaligned teeth can contribute to oral health
problems such as tooth decay, gum disease and difficulty in
chewing or speaking.

© Wear and Tear: As we age, our teeth can shift, leading to
overcrowding or spacing issues that weren't there in younger
years.

© Pre-restorative Orthodontic Treatment: Many patients
experience severe breakdown of their bite over time and require
orthodontic treatment prior to the placement of implants, crowns
and bridges.

© Advancements in Orthodontic Technology: With the advent of
less visible options like Invisalign and ceramic braces, adults feel
more comfortable with the idea of undergoing orthodontic
treatment without the traditional "metal mouth" appearance.

© Societal Shifts: There’s a growing acceptance and even
expectation for adults to maintain their appearance and health,
including dental aesthetics.

Understanding the Challenges and Benefits
While adults can definitely benefit from orthodontics, there are a few
considerations unique to this age group:
© Bone Density: Adults have denser bone tissue than younger
individuals, which can slow down the tooth movement process.
© Previous Dental Work: Many adults have had extensive dental
work such as crowns, bridges or implants, which can complicate
orthodontic treatment.
© Periodontal Health: Adults are more likely to have experienced
some degree of gum disease, which needs to be stable and
controlled before moving teeth.

Despite these
challenges, the benefits
often outweigh the
hurdles. Improved oral
hygiene, a more
functional bite and a
renewed confidence in
one's smile are just a few of the advantages
that come with adult orthodontics. Drs.
Nakisher, Herman and Rizk work closely with
your general dentist to address these
challenges, taking a team approach to your
dental care.

Making the Decision

If you're considering orthodontic treatment
as an adult, it's crucial to consult with an
orthodontic specialist who has experience with
adult treatment. They can offer a thorough
assessment of your specific needs and tailor a
treatment plan that considers your dental
history, current oral health and long-term
goals.

So, are you too old for orthodontic
treatment? The simple answer is no. With
modern advancements in orthodontic
technology and a growing awareness of the
benefits, adults of any age can enjoy the
rewards of a healthier, more beautiful smile.
It's never too late to invest in yourself and
improve your quality of life through
orthodontics.

At Nakisher Orthodontics we offer
complimentary consultations to address your
individual needs. Call our office to set up your
appointment with Drs. Nakisher, Herman and
Rizk to start your smile journey today. Visit us
at www.nakisherorthodontics.com or call our
office at (248) 855-4142 Farmington Hills or
(248) 363-2011 Commerce Township.



