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ALMOST TIME FOR SCHOOL TO START
We would like to update you on Gretchko Elementary. We are currently in the process of
building-wide renovations and the addition of a new gymnasium. The majority of our building
upgrades are nearing completion and will be ready for the start of school. Our building must
meet �re, electrical and occupancy inspections before we gain access. Although we realize
parents and students are anxious to visit, we are currently unable to invite anyone to Gretchko
and will keep parents informed of any changes. We appreciate your patience and
understanding as we all are excited to start the new school year. We hope you �nd the
information in this newsletter helpful and look forward to the start of school

PARENT UPDATE
Welcome to our educational family. The �rst day of school is Tuesday, September 3rd. School
and begins promptly at 9:15 a.m. and ends at 4:07 p.m. 
Please mark your calendar and plan on attending our Parent Curriculum Night scheduled for
September 5 beginning at 5:30 p.m. (see schedule below).



 
We expect tentative class placement to be entered into Powerschool beginning on the 20th of
August. Please keep in mind, in the best interest of all students and teachers, changes to the
placement of any student may occur during the �rst two weeks of school. As the school year
begins, the success of each and every student is evaluated, new students enter school and
adjustments to the classroom con�guration may become necessary. We appreciate the
con�dence, understanding and support you place in our decision making process for all
students. We look forward to working with you and your student to provide an environment
where the best possible education for all students is considered.
 
Please review and update the powerschool access information for your child and prepare to
use the Powerschool program to locate your student’s educational progress. If you are new to
Gretchko, please sign up for a Powerschool Access Account by following the procedures we
will provide. (See sample included) We will send personal sign up information home to parents
at the start of school.
 
Classroom supply lists are available in our online Gretchko Newsletter. Please remember
supplies are for classroom use, and no student names are needed. Food service is available at
school for breakfast and lunch. Breakfast is $1.25 and Elementary lunch, including milk is
$2.60. Additional milk may be purchased for .50 cents. Funds are collected in advance through
checks, cash or online payments.. If your student had a credit from the previous year, it will be
available in the lunch account at the start of school. Monthly menus for breakfast and lunch
are available online. A form for free and/or reduced lunch is available online at lunchapp.com.
If you have further questions please contact, Food Service Director at 248-865-6732 or e-mail
Anne Stevens at anne.stevens@wbsd.org
 
At the start of school, Gretchko PTO would like to collect a total of $12.00 per student. This
fee is for the payment of a classroom publications that each child will utilize at school
(Scholastic News or Weekly Reader at $6.00 per subscription) and for three PTO sponsored
classroom party activities or crafts throughout the school year. Please make the $12.00 check
checks payable to Gretchko PTO or cash in a sealed envelope clearly marked for PTO with
your student’s �rst and last name and the teacher’s name.
 
Bus information for all WB residents will be sent from the Transportation Department to your
family. It will include the location and time of resident in-district routes. Bus information will
not be available until very close to the start of school and will NOT be available through the
Gretchko o�ce. If you are a School of Choice parent and would like to request a shuttle, the
shuttle request is on the WB website. The shuttle busses are limited and are provided as a
�rst come �rst served basis and you must sign up every year. If you have not received
transportation information by August 29, or unable to locate the shuttle bus information,
please contact the Transportation Department at 248-865-3680. Please be aware we anticipate
busses will arrive home late at the start of school. You may be assured that your child’s safety
is of primary concern to all of us.
 
The �rst two weeks of school we may see long lines and tra�c congestion at our Drop-Off
and Pick-Up areas as well. We ask for your patience as parents and students become familiar
with procedures. Please review the enclosed map and become familiar with the procedures
before the start of school. Thank you!

mailto:anne.stevens@wbsd.org


 
Also, we are all interested in a very basic issue: Student Safety. The provision of a safe
environment in which your students can learn is, and will continue to be, our �rst priority. We
will continue to work to provide quality character education programs for our children to help
drive home the meaning of the words respect, responsibility, caring, citizenship,
trustworthiness, and fairness. As adults, we can also remind ourselves that our adult behavior
and treatment of each other provides the most visible model for the behavior of our students.
For the good of all students, parents and staff members please review and follow this partial
list of general safety procedures in place at Gretchko.

All doors to the school will be locked throughout the school day.
Please buzz at the front WEST door, wait for the door to be unlocked, then enter.
All adults entering the building are required to sign in at the front o�ce.
Drop off and pick up will be at the east side of the building.
Please do not drop off children in the front loop.
Late students, visitors and volunteers must park in the parking lot and walk their child to
the o�ce.
Please do not park in VIP designated spots, they have been purchased by parents
Adults will wear a visitor/volunteer sticker until they leave the building.
Adults picking up students from school anytime must sign out students from the o�ce
when leaving the building. (This includes the end of the school day).
Parents must notify in advance and in writing any changes to their student’s school
transportation pattern.
Students will not be dismissed from the classroom door.
Students boarding busses will be escorted to the busses by adult staff.
Adult staff will be in control of the car loop during designated drop-off and pick-up times.
Students living in walking distance and have-arranged to walk to and from school will be
signed out in the front o�ce at the end of the day.

Our school OFFICE is (248) 865-6570, SAFELINE to report absences is 248 (865-6572) FAX
(248) 865-6571. If you have questions, concerns, or need further assistance.
 
The welcome atmosphere felt at Gretchko would not be complete without the participation of
our parents and their families. We count on their support throughout all of our educational
efforts. We are hoping to see you at as many school activities as possible. Please note West
Bloom�eld School district has a volunteer policy that all volunteers must complete a
VOLUNTEER RELEASE FORM before volunteering at school. Our district will conduct
background checks and verify each volunteer. Please see the volunteer form included in this
newsletter.
 
Sincerely, Sally Drummond, Principal
IMPORTANT START UP DATES TO REMEMBER -September – 2019 - 2020
 
September 3– First Day of School – FULL DAY (Normal school day)
September 5– Elementary School Parent Curriculum Night –
Session 1 – Kindergarten - 5:30 p.m. – 6:15 P.M.
Session 2 - First Grade - 6:30 p.m. – 7:15 p.m.
Session 3 - Second Grade - 7:30 p.m. – 8:15 p.m.
September – 5 PICTURE DAY All Gretchko students will have their ID picture taken
September – 6 WBSD Family Night at WB High School football �eld



POWERSCHOOL DIRECTIONS (EXAMPLE)

September – 12 Gretchko Meet the Families Night –
4:30 p.m. – 6:30 p.m. at Gretchko’s back playground area
September - 16 Early Release – student dismissal at 3:07 p.m.
September - 23 Early Release – student dismissal at 3:07 p.m.
September – 27 Fund Run Day –Students participate during the school day
September - 30 NO SCHOOL TODAY

VOLUNTEER RELEASE FORM



BUS SCHEDULES
Bus information for all WB residents will be sent from the Transportation Department to your
family. It will include the location and time of resident in-district routes. Bus information will
not be available until very close to the start of school and will NOT be available through the
Gretchko o�ce. If you are a School of Choice parent and would like to request a shuttle, the
shuttle request is on the WB website. The shuttle busses are limited and are provided as a
�rst come �rst served basis and you must sign up every year. If you have not received
transportation information by August 29, or unable to locate the shuttle bus information,
please contact the Transportation Department at 248-865-3680. Please be aware we anticipate
busses will arrive home late at the start of school. You may be assured that your child’s safety
is of primary concern to all of us.

PARENT HELP NEEDED WITH TRANSPORTATION
For the �rst week of school(DAILY) please provide a TAG (maybe an index card) that clearly
states how your child is getting home from school at the end of the day. (Kids Klub, school
bus, car loop, etc.) Include child’s �rst and last name, and teacher’s name. Please securely
attach the tag to your child’s backpack so it is visible. Please have a regular routine for your
student in place before the start of school if at all possible. Changes during the school day are
very stressful for all. Any changes in a child’s routine transportation “the day of” must be
written and received by the school. We cannot accept any transportation changes after 3:00
p.m. Please do not EMAIL OR LEAVE VOICE MAIL MESSAGES regarding student transportation



HOW TO SET UP A FOOD SERVICE ACCOUNT

on the day of the change. Our staff may not receive the message in time regarding the
change.

PICTURE DAY INFORMATION
Gretchko Picture Day is September 5th. Picture order forms will be sent home in your
student's beginning packet. Our photo company is Lifetouch and online ordering is available
through Lifetouch.com Please use Id #LM72901YO to designate Gretchko School.



FOOD SERVICE-ON LINE PAYMENTS AVAILABLE



FUND RUN T-SHIRT ORDER FORM FOR PARENTS
ALL STUDENTS RECEIVE A FREE T-SHIRT FOR FUND RUN. No ordering for students needed.
See below for ADULT ordering information. Parents don't miss out!





GRETCHKO'S MAJOR FUNDRAISER



FUND RUN SPONSORS NEEDED





GRETCHKO PTO BOARD



DISTRICT SCHOOL CALENDAR FOR 2019-2020
(REVISED)
Please see the calendar below to plan for the next school year. It has come to our attention
that some of our parents may not know what "Early Release" is all about. Early Release days
the students will be released from school 1 HOUR earlier. Students will be released at 3:07
p..m. so staff members can participate in required staff development.

IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER
 
SOME CALENDAR ITEMS MAY BE SUBJECT TO CHANGE
September 3 - First Day of School
September 5 - Gretchko Picture Day
September 5 - Curriculum Night
Kindergarten - 5:30 - 6:15 p.m.
First Grade - 6:30 - 7:15 p.m.
Second Grade - 7:30 - 8:15 p.m.
 
September 6 - WBSD Family Fun Night at WBHS



September 12 - Gretchko - Meet the Family event - 4:30 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. 
September 16 - Early Release - Students dismissed at 3:07 p.m.
September 23 - Early Release - Students dismissed at 3:07 p.m. 
September 27 - Gretchko FunD Run -throughout the school day
September 27 - Spirit day and Bagel Sale at Gretchko - bagels $1.00 each
September 30 - NO SCHOOL - Non membership day
 
OCTOBER
October 2 - PTO Meeting 7:00 p.m.
October 7 - Early Release - 3:07 p.m.
October 9 - NO SCHOOL
October 14 - Early Release - 3:07 p.m.
October 18 - Spooktacular 5:30 - 7:30 p.m.
October 21 - Early Release - 3:07 p.m.
October 25 - Spirit Day (Hat Day) and Bagel Sale - $1.00 p.m.
October 30 - Picture RE-TAKE Day
October 30 - Fall classroom parties (Times TBA)

SUPPLY LIST FOR 2019-2020
The supply lists for each grade are included in this newsletter below: Enjoy your summer!









IMPORTANT CONTACTS
Gretchko o�ce is located at Abbott Middle School for the summer Room 3 B
O�ce phone Phone - 248-865-6570
 
Sally Drummond-principal email - sally.drummond@wbsd.org
Kitrina Van Meter-principal's secretary email - kitrina.van-meter@wbsd.org
Suzanne Pokley-building secretary - email - suzanne.pokley@wbsd.org
 
 
School answering machine - safeline - 248 - 865-6572 -

GRETCHKO STARS

5300 Greer Road, West Bloom�eld Township, MI, U… (248)865-6570

wbsd.org/Domain/12
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http://maps.google.com/maps?daddr=5300%20Greer%20Road%2C%20West%20Bloomfield%20Township%2C%20MI%2C%20USA&hl=en
tel:(248)865-6570
https://www.wbsd.org/Domain/12
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Our Children's Fund Request Form-2018-19
Please �ll out this form if you are interested in receiving Blessings in a
Backpack-

Download
101.4 KB

CODE OF CONDUCT
Below is the link for parents to have the opportunity to review the West Bloom�eld School
District's Code of Conduct. Please go to the following link to review
 
WBSD Code of Conduct

PTO BOARD MEMBERS -2019-2020
 
 
PTO Board for 2019-2020 School Year
Co-President: Katie Palazzolo / Ashleigh Davis
Co-Vice President: Amy Risius/Stephanie Reynolds
Co-Treasurer: Ufuoma Kaplan/Vanity Koop
Recording Secretary: Heather Aldrich
Co-Corresponding Secretary: Juliet Jozwick /Erica Daenzer
Board Advisor: Kelly Robrahn

https://www.smore.com/app/attachments/download/5c49f927d3028b06f469df13
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1OfuZ6USGzy_jPRbBWv-7TSZsuRk7A37ktyF22XwWOHQ/edit?usp=sharing

